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The Urban Secret Garden photography project is about wandering, loss, memory and the search for home.
Photographing started in 2010, as an improvisation, in the course of aimless morning walks.

All contemporary photographs were taken in Thessaloniki in the dawn of The Crisis.... “In that house, every morning
the bugler announced to us the dawning of the new day and every dusk he lowered the flag, leading us to the
slumber of childhood... | hear Dorothy assuring me There’s no place like home... The one whose pattern is lost. It
was made to measure to remind me of the birthday party.

| put on one of the flower print dresses hanging in a perfectly arranged row... That’s where | observe the seams
connecting the pieces into a single garment that contains us....” (extract from The Seams essay). Contemporary
photographs made with film and a 6X6 analog camera, vintage photographs digitally processed, color threads,
embroidered French white linen, The Seams essay, digital printing, handcrafted boxes and folders are all important
components of the artist’s photobook Urban Secret Garden - a trilogy book of photographs.

SOLO EXHIBITIONS (2020 - 2019)

2020 Urban Secret Garden — a reading lleana Tounta Contemporary Art Center — Athens (video)

The Seams audio installation was designed especially for the Athens exhibition.

Text: Lia Nalbantidou & Sila Zamani | English Translation: Thalia Bisticas | Voices: Daphne Kalafati, Artemis Chalkidou
& Mia Frimmer | Original music composition: Joe Bauer | Production: Mia Frimmer — Berlin

2019 Urban Secret Garden — a reading (A MIET/National Bank of Greece Cultural Foundation Coproduction)

Villa Kapandzi — Thessaloniki Press Release Gr

GROUP EXHIBITIONS (2020 - 2014)

2020 All together now lleana Tounta Contemporary Art Center — Athens

2016 Ano Poli: A stroll in the city Municipal Art Gallery Villa Bianca, Thessaloniki

2014 LogosV - City Narratives Photobiennale — Museum of Byzantine Culture, Thessaloniki
2014 Tempus Ritualis Galerie am Kdrnerpark, Berlin

2014 Tempus Ritualis Contemporary Art Center, Thessaloniki

PHOTOBOOK EVENTS & RERPESENTATIONS IN NATIONAL, INT’L EXHIBITIONS & COLLECTIONS (2020 - 13)

Athens Art Book Fair/2™ Edition (The Local Edition): Kypseli Municipal Market (Sep. 2020 — covid19 cancellation)
Athens Art Book Fair Link1 & Athens Art Book Fair Link2 / 1%t Edition: Stoa Kairi (Sep. 2019)

J.F.Costopoulos Foundation Art Library, Athens (2019 Acquisition)

Artist’s Books for Everything ISBN: 978-3-946059-14-1 (cur. Dr. Anne Thurmann-Jajes) — Weserburg Museum of
Modern Art Bremen (2019)

Aspects of Balkan Artists’” Books (cur. T. Raptis) Photography Center of Thessaloniki — Art Thessaloniki Int’l
Contemporary Fair HELEXPO/ 3 Edition (Nov. 2018)

Finissage: A Photobook Presentation European Culture Days Thessaloniki | The Facets of a City (cur. Dr. 1.Siehe)
Museum Europaischer Kulturen SMB, Berlin (Sep. 2018)

Istanbul Photobook Festival /3™ Edition: Selfpublishing representation — Istanbul (May 2018)

Photographikos Omilos Kavalas: Photographs, Two books and One narration, Kavala (May 2018)

Miss Read / 10" Edition: representation by Cube Art Editions, HKW — Berlin (May 2018)

Int’l Book Fair Thessaloniki HELEXPO / 14t Edition: representation by Cube Art Editions (May 2018)

lleana Tounta Contamporary Art Center: a photobook representation, Athens (2018)

Gulbenkian Art Library Collection, Lisbon (2018 Acquisition)

Photography Center of Thessaloniki: Lia Nalbantidou presents her work, Café Bazaar, Thessaloniki (Dec. 2017)

Feira do Livro de Fotografia de Lisboa / 8™ Edition: Selfpublishing representation — Lisbon (Dec.2017)

Photographiki Omada Komotinis: a photobook presentation, Komotini (December 2017)

Art Thessaloniki Int’| Contemporary Fair HELEXPO / 2" Edition: representation by Cube Art Editions (Nov. 2017)
Local Stories (cur. N.Kassianou) exhibition, DL Gallery — Piraeus (Sep.2017)

Artists’ Books Mini Market, Weserburg Museum of Modern Art — Bremen (July 2017)

Artist’s books for Everything Link1 & Artist’s books for Everything Link2 exhibition (cur. Dr. Anne Thurmann-Jajes) —
Weserburg Museum of Modern Art Bremen (July 2017)

Center for Artists’ Publications — Weserburg Museum of Modern Art — Bremen (2017 Acquisition)

Miss Read / 9" Edition — Offstage public platform: a photobook presentation HKW — Berlin (July 2017)

Miss Read / 9t Edition: representation by Cube Art Editions, Haus der Kulturen der Welt — Berlin (July 2017)



https://art-tounta.gr/info/lia-nalbantidou/
https://vimeo.com/422506179
http://360viewer.gr/Artist/Lia_Nalbantidou/Urban_Secret_Garden.html?fbclid=IwAR2Fac1mvkAd_oLLkgeUqnbm8pQnlCVxEAtvyNTs96BMId20njcCM_ZNHRs
https://www.miet.gr/event-list/event-Astikos-Mystikos-khpos-Mia-anagnwsh
http://art-tounta.gr/info/all-together-now/
http://tempusritualis.weebly.com/lia-nalbantidou.html
http://tempusritualis.weebly.com/places--dates.html
https://www.instagram.com/p/CD0qIO4JPnu/
https://athensartbookfair.gr/exhibitors/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.903724736652974&type=3
https://weserburg.de/produkt/artists-books-for-everything/
http://fkth.gr/en/art-2018
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.676220622736721&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.583657741993010&type=3
http://www.photoclubkavala.gr/activities/events/φωτογραφίες-δύο-βιβλία-και-ένα-αφήγημ/
https://www.biblartepac.gulbenkian.pt/ipac20/ipac.jsp?aspect=basic_search&index=.GW&ipp=20&menu=search&npp=20&profile=ba%20en&ri=1&spp=20&term=urban+secret+garden
http://www.fkth.gr/el/nalmpantidou
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.509841222707996&type=3
https://www.dlgallery.gr/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=32:local-stories-2&catid=9&Itemid=103&lang=en
https://weserburg.de/ausstellung/kuenstlerbuecher-fuer-alles/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.433336620358457&type=3
http://missread.com/stage-2017/

Benaki Museum — Photographic Archives Collection (2017 Acquisition)

Athens Photofestival / 10" Edition — Benaki Museum | Pireos St. Annexe exhibition — Athens (June 2017)
Int’l Book Fair Thessaloniki HELEXPO / 13t Edition: representation by Cube Art Editions (April 2017)
Studio Marangoni Library — Florence (2017 Acquisition)

FOTOGANG Link1l & FOTOGANG Link2 / 3" Edition — Studio Marangoni, Florence (Feb. 2017)

Helliniki Photographiki Etairia Kritis: a photobook presentation Herakleion (December 2016)

Fiebre Photobook Fair / 4™ Edition: Selfpublishing representation — Matadero|Casa Del Lector, Madrid, Spain
(December 2016) (video)

Encontros da Imagem / 25 Edition - Photobook Market Shortlist, Braga — Portugal (Sep.2016)

Art Athina / 21 Edition: representation by Cube Art Editions — Athens (May 2016)

Ano Poli: A stroll in the city (No 3) ISBN: 978-960-12-2194-6 (Cur. Hercules Papaioannou) —

University Studio Press — Thessaloniki (2014)

Fotobookfestival Kassel / 6% Edition: Dummy Shortlist, documenta-Halle, Kassel (Oct. 2013) (video)
Photolreland Foundation Collection Dublin (July 2013)

PRESS LINKS (2014 - 2020)

SMCK MAGAZINE — Thessaloniki's Secrets Gardens @ THE MIDDLE PAGE 22-23

MATAROA — LIA NALBANTIDOU: THE URBAN FLORAL PRINTS / 04.2020

DREAMIDEAMACHINE — LIA NALBANTIDOU: URBAN SECRET GARDEN — A READING / 11.04.2020

ALDEBARAN — Aotikoc Muotikoc Knmoc — Mua avayvwon | At NaAumavtidou | Atoutkr) €kBeon / 10.02.2020
IFOCUS - Aotikdc Muotikoc Kimoc — Mua avayvwon | Aia NaApmavtidou | EkBson Qwrtoypadioc / 13.02.2020
FMAG — AoTIKOC puoTikoc kAmoc. Mua avayvwon / 07.05.2019

PARALLAXI — O «AcTikOc MUOTLKOC KNTIOCY TIOU O€ TEPLUEVEL otn Osooalovikn / 07.05.2019

PARALLAXI — Awpedv Eevayroelc og évav «Actikd Muotiko KAmo» otn Osooahovikn / 28.05.2019
GRIECHENLAND ZEITUNG — Thessaloniki in Fotos: Vernderung des Stadtbildes / 17.07.2019

PHOTOLOGIO — Aia NaAumavtidou: Artd tn vuyta otn pépa / 28.05.2019

TO PERIODIKO — «AOTIKOC LUOTIKOG KNog. Mia avayvwon» | EkBson dwtoypadiag tng Aiag NaAumavtidou
/24.04.19

MUNICIPAL TV100 URBAN SECRET GARDEN — A READING (TV100-160519) / 16.05.2019

URBANAUTICA Urban Secret Garden by Lina Manousogiannaki / 02.11.2017

DIABLOG.EU Kuenstlerbuch Einer Fotografin — Berlin / 06.07.2017

MAPS Urban Secret Garden — a trilogy book of photographs in Maps - a contemporary view on the Mediterranean
Area Editorial #13 / 06.2017

LIFO — ALMANAC Urban Secret Garden — a trilogy book of photographs / 05.12.2016

KIOSK DER DEMOKRATIE BLOG URBAN SECRET GARDEN — LIA NALBANTIDOU — GREECE / 26.10.15

LIFO — MAGIC CIRCUS Urban Secret Garden — Mediterranean air — Lia Nalbantidou / 02.07.2014



https://www.photofestival.gr/photobook-exhibiition
https://vimeo.com/202538739
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.363909873967799&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/groups/efecrete/permalink/10155671339563916
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.363912110634242&type=3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XPutZAx-G5A
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.335935580098562&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/Lia.Nalbantidou.Photography/media_set?set=a.250322028659918&type=3
https://fotobookfestival.org/portfolio-item/kassel-dummy-award-2013/
https://vimeo.com/97970955
https://collection.photoireland.org/self-published/urban-secret-garden-why-the-night/
http://www.smck.org/mag02-flipbook/mobile/index.html
https://www.mataroa.gr/portrait/lia-nalbantidou/?fbclid=IwAR04iKdRTOZM1mKv8Gk2DT1MjDkrN8_63GUZqau7qqwt9w4E371RDNpVDN8
http://www.dreamideamachine.com/en/?p=56869&fbclid=IwAR2tADXqcTT0ukM4zDVI7jHjmaBd501XJj5j-H7KjWt1Q-hRD8zTJnWxOC0
https://aldebaran.photo/astikos-mystikos-kipos-mia-anagnosi-lia-nalmpantidoy-atomiki-ekthesi/?fbclid=IwAR05SR_KiN85h72BH3E4US17nsyp_X6ct2vuT3pl7VgPmVfj9Uge-Hgv1ts
https://www.ifocus.gr/magazine/news/2561-astikos-mystikos-kipos-mia-anagnosi-ekthesi-fotografias-lias-nalmpantidou?fbclid=IwAR2sPoJAkuHnO62mcRyT_Fp8kYJOVKnZvxJy75pyDtuJPbzSaNuFFyl_nd4
https://fmag.gr/node/7628
https://parallaximag.gr/agenda/ektheseis/astikos-mystikos-kipos-pou-se-perimenei-sti-thessaloniki
https://parallaximag.gr/agenda/events/dorean-ksenagiseis-se-enan-astiko-mystiko-kipo-sti-thessaloniki
https://www.photologio.gr/interviews/lia_nalbantidou/?fbclid=IwAR3KTxjhl5LS8xHvCUv_9UnJ0ncYFlJFeMhTG8b0i-xzDsN7GbqWpyY7YmA
https://www.toperiodiko.gr/αστικός-μυστικός-κήπος-μια-ανάγνωση/#.X7Pt6S2B1R0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QAQV7DHOzm8&fbclid=IwAR1_TTVIhnQlyfhE_vC5Wk2gUdBweBfh%20%20BfgoIoEcVANeKztPdX9UheZZZLs
https://urbanautica.com/review/lia-nalbantidou-urban-secret-garden/952
https://diablog.eu/allgemein/urban-secret-garden-kuenstlerbuch-nalbantidou-miss-read/
http://maps.teodoramalavenda.com/editorials/index.html
http://maps.teodoramalavenda.com/editorials/index.html
https://www.lifo.gr/articles/almanac/124220
https://kioskderdemokratie.blogspot.com/2015/10/urban-secret-garden-lia-nalbantidou.html
http://www.lifo.gr/team/magic_circus/49834

